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Abolition 2000 Survey Report 
February 23, 2016 

 

In December 2015 and January 2016, Abolition 2000 members and contacts were sent an email 

inviting them to complete a survey about the network’s activities. This report provides 

information on the emails, the survey, and tabulates the responses provided by respondents. 

Duplicate and blank entries have been removed.  

 

Email metrics 

Date Email 
Sent 

 
Recipients Open rate Click-through rate Unsubscribes 

Hard 
Bounces 

08-Dec-15 2883 20.8% (601 people) 4.3% (123 people) 14 64 

11-Jan-16 2791 19.8% (553 people) 4.1% (114 people) 19 7 

 

Survey metrics 
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Name 
provided

70%

Anonymous
30%

Names were provided vs. anonymous entries
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Survey responses 

 

I/my organization is satisfied with the work of Abolition 2000 and the services it provides to its 

members
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Abolition 2000 should continue its core services for members, such as facilitating 

communication among members about campaigns and holding an annual general meeting. 

 

Abolition 2000 should try recruiting new member organizations, raising funds, and undertaking 

more projects. 
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Would you like to add any additional comments or suggestions for members of the Abolition 

2000 Coordinating Committee? 

Abolition 2000 seems well organised and energised.  It's just that I think the focus is wrong.  

Elimination has to remain the goal, but how do we get the NWS to the critical minimum size 

arsenals from which springboard the efforts of A2000 can really kick in?  It's too easy for 

sceptics to 'turn off' when they hear abolition or elimination. What is needed is an immediate 

focus on reducing arsenals before we worry about the chess game of elimination. That's where 

I'd like to see A2000 concentrate.  

- No name provided 

 

From a European view focus more on: A stop or at least a freeze of modernizing nuclear 

weapons,  Support Austria's efforts to ban the use of nuclear weapons,  Arms Control: get 

negotiations on serious missile missile defense arms control - to avoid a new nuclear arms race 

by Russia and China to 'neutralize' MD  

- Germany (organization)    

 

I do not know enough to know what works best to disarm the world... I have a lot of respect for 

what Alyn has done in the past, but do not know how to support him with NZ funds.  

- No name provided 

 

I guess I'm your basic anti-nuke person from the 70s/80s. I had hoped in 1990 that there would 

be a citizen's climate movement to rival the anti-nuke movement. Unfortunately, that hope 

took *18 years (!)* to begin to happen.  I think that the three great life-saving movements of 

our time are  • development (Sustainable Devt Goals), • Peace (& esp this coalition), and • 

Environment, esp climate  I know the urge to disband. I am in some groups that are just 

treading water. One of them has $6,000 in the bank for four years now, and only has a budget 

of about $500 year, if that. I am proud that we didn't just throw the money away in some grand 

scheme or stupid move.  The anti-nuke movement was quiet 1963-1975, but then rose up. I 

think it may yet rise up again. I do think it would be worthwhile to reach out to the climate and 

development movements. Together, the three think about our global future; divided, they are 

all incomplete.  

- Supporter, U.S. organization    

 



9 
 

I think Abolition 2000 should give more public support for the ICAN campaign and make efforts 

to get a vital Space/Missile Ban Working Group going to pave the way for negotiations between 

the US and Russia.   It should also empower a Working Group to Disband NATO and get the US 

nukes out of Europe as part of the effort to get talks going between the US and Russia who 

have 15,000 of the 16,000 nuclear weapons on the planet. Continue to support efforts to phase 

out nuclear power and support renewable energy.  

- U.S.    

 

Re-capturing the imagination of a broad public concerning the need to abolish nuclear weapons 

as part of a broad move towards a New World. There needs to be a mix of imaginative action 

and poetic popular arousal but this is as much a matter of imaginative initiative popping up and 

interlinking as it is of clever central planning.  

- No name provided 

 

Thank you very much for your hard work.  

- No name provided 

 

The review that should be done is to ask whether A2000 is redundant or should maybe be 

merged with one or more other existing networks/organizations. Those who have been in 

"leadership" positions for many years should consider whether their continuing to hold those 

positions is helping or hindering the development of the movement. The simple fact is that 

whenever an organization or network matures, it has a tendency to become a vehicle for some 

small group of individuals in competition with other leadership groups in the larger movement, 

which fosters squabbling and disunity. As an alternative consider using the weight of the 

existing organization to negotiate a merger under terms which create space for fresh energy. 

This inevitably entails the risk that certain people will lose their privileged positions of status 

but to accept that risk is to put the common interest of the movement above self-interest and 

the converse is also true.  

- Supporter 

 

The Veterans For Peace Golden Rule Project and Veterans For Peace Nuclear Abolition Working 

Group should both  be part of Abolition 2000.  I'll look on the website and see how to sign up.  

- No name provided 
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Abolition 2000 should continue its core services for members, such as facilitating 

communication among members about campaigns and holding an annual regional general 

meetings to improve coordination and involve new members. It should also change its name in 

the process.  

- Italy (individual)    

 

I feel the threat from nuclear weapons is only increasing, between nuclear saber-rattling by 

Russia and ongoing nuclear development by North Korea, Pakistan, India and China.  The world 

continues to need our activism for global nuclear disarmament.  

- U.S. (organization)    

 

We all know how hard fundraising is, which is why, even though proper staffing wd be ideal, I 

did not vote for it.  I am unsure how many new members we will secure in the absence of 

concentrated outreach work. But continued dialogue and info sharing among existing networks 

is vital. The Abol-caucus list serve is great but I miss some way of summarising where we are on 

various issues, this could be helpful for youth/newcomers. It might be a role for newsletter. 

One of the 'unique selling points'  of A2k is the focus on nuclear energy. Let's reach out to 

nuclear energy networks as well as weapons campaigners. Post COP 21 this makes some sense. 

How about a structured dialogue with Global Zero? esp their youth sections. Somehow we have 

to reduce the level of fragmentation in our mvt.  Overall campaign strategies: to me it is clear 

that some campaigners (ICAN etc) believe the priority is to consolidate the voice of the NNWS. 

Others continue the tradition of opposing the nuclear programs of their own states. In my view 

both are equally important in bringing the two sides to the banning table. So respect for each 

others' work is vital, and more than that, active cooperation...  

- International organization    

 

I strongly believe that the total abolition of nuclear weapons is one of the most important goals 

towards which the world must strive. I think that an effective way of moving forward would be 

to submit a nuclear weapons ban to the United Nations General Assembly for a direct vote. It 

would undoubtedly be passed by a large majority, just as the Atms Trade Treaty was passed, 

and it would be a great step forward, even if bitterly opposed by the nuclear weapons states.  

- Denmark (organization)    
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Priorities and activities differ. However, Abolition 2000 acts as the focal point with a specific 

issue to handle. Please do continue the good work. While we do not have any specific or active 

campaigns, we do forward mails we receive from Abolition 2000 and other networks to keep 

people aware, informed and concerned about the issues before us. I am at the same time while 

suggesting that you continue, am too afraid to ask how you people manage - on salaries/as 

volunteers. My very best to you all for keeping this issue alive and relevant.  

- India (organization)    

 

The humanitarian consequences movement/General Assembly OEWI/movement for a ban 

treaty is the right focus for all of us today.  But this will ultimately lead where we want it to go 

only if the 130 or so countries in the movement stand fast in stigmatizing nuclear weapons.  We 

need to work for the day when the term "rogue state" is no longer a term that a NWS feels free 

to toss about at others.  

- U.S.    

 

I am interested to know more about the background to your choice of survey questions.  

- Private individual    

 

There is a need to bring new people on to the coordinating committee.  

- U.S. (organization)    

 

thank you for thankless work  

- U.S. (publication)    

 

Abolition 2000 is a strong and parallel positive voice in the global civil society organizations. and  

a lot of diplomats know and trust the position of this group  

France (individual)    

 

Considering everyone is a volunteer, it is doing a great job with very limited resources.  I think 

the pressure needs to be kept up, especially with the Humanitarian grounds angle which has 
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given new hope and impetus to the ground swell of those wanting to eliminate all nuclear 

weapons.  

- New Zealand (organization)    

 

I think Abolition 2000 has done an excellent job over the last 20 years.  It is not really active in 

NZ any more at the grassroots level.  Keeping the website going is very important. Like with the 

World Court Project, it might be worth celebrating the 20th anniversary this year.  

- New Zealand (organization)    

 

Our organization, a small grassroots organization formed over 37 years ago to resist Trident, 

focuses on a core mission - abolishing Trident. I know there are other organizations like ours, 

which are also volunteer driven, and have little or no energy to do more than our core work. 

That being said, all of our organizations need to be well connected, and need to work together 

whenever and wherever possible. A strong coordinating presence is needed to focus on core 

issues and connect us in solidarity (e.g.: taking weapons off alert status, cutting back warhead 

stocks, pushing back against new weapons and weapon delivery systems). Thanks and Peace, 

Leonard Eiger, Ground Zero Center for Nonviolent Action, NO To NEW TRIDENT campaign.  

- U.S. (organization)    

 

The abolition caucus e-lists are very helpful. The annual general meeting provides an 

opportunity for networking. It should be a source of campaigning ideas and resources, but has 

not done so for quite some time.  I can't see A-2000 recruiting new members, or AFSC making 

serious commitments to building and working closely with A-2000 until it has something that 

looks like a program of activities that we can get behind.  I have no problems with it continuing 

as a network that facilitates communication. Lord knows, we need that.  

- U.S. (organization)    

 

Press the Middle East Weapons free zone, a step in the comprehensive treaty campaign, with 

mutual security arrangements as a basis of peace and security without ultimate weapons.  Until 

the Israelis can be brought in, bought in, nothing is going to move on the comprehensive treaty 

front, besides working on the words.  

- U.S. (project)    
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The nuclear disarmament movement missed the boat when it failed to take any action 

whatsoever in 1991 with the disintegration of the USSR.  Nowadays the worst threat is 

clandestine climate manipulation and directed energy weapons, both of which remain taboo 

subjects in the anti-nuclear movement as outside of it. It may perhaps be worthwhile 

supporting the British Labour Party's renewed campaign for unilateral British nuclear 

disarmament. In general the logic of unilateral nuclear disarmament should be reintroduced.  

- Greece    

 

Abolition 2000 should take on more activity in its own right rather than leaving it all to 

component groups such as ICAN. ICAN is not a substitute for Abolition 2000, but is another 

component group.  

-  Australia (organization)    

 

Thank you for the good work you do.  

- Australia    

 

I appreciate the work of Abolition 2000 - educating the public, organizing actions and providing 

resources for individuals to participate in creating change for a nuclear free world.  

- U.S. (organization)    

 

What about the issue of nuclear power plants to be included in your agenda?  

- International organization    

 

I wonder how many people are actually involved , i.e. looking at the NZ groups, how many 

different people are your contact people? I worry because our energy can be dispersed across a 

number of groups. Does NZEI actually do anything to further the cause? Or is it a sleeping 

signatory, which could be called into action. I would like to do some work for Nuclear weapon 

abolition, but I am not aware of any such groups in Dunedin, other than the centre for peace 

and conflict.  

- New Zealand    
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Blue Banner believes that Abolition 2000 is doing a superb job and should continue its activities, 

especially in capitals of nuclear-weapon states and those that are under their umbrella so as to 

try to isolate the nuclear-weapon states from their allies. Otherwise the nuclear-weapon states 

would not feel the political sting of doing their nuclear-weapon related activities.  

- Mongolia (organization)     

 

Abolition 2000 secretariat has been doig a lot to promote the campaign to eliminate Nuclear 

Weapons.  We, Life-Link, Friendship Schools, Japan is revising  and will continue/ restart our 

campaign to make friendship among schools around the world.  We will also try to contribute to 

Abolition 2000 campaign to eliminate nuclear weapons and war itself.   Stuffs of Life-Link, 

Friendship Schools, Japan are talking about the Elimination of war, under the seems-to-be-

coming dark cloud of World War III.  Let us try to make every possible effort in order to avoid 

that.   God bless us everyone on earth!  

- Japan (organization)    

 

What exactly is the relationship between ICAN and Abolition 2000? I see more publicity of ICAN 

and feel more sympathy with Abolition 2000 since I am a co-founder. I guess my responses to 

the previous questions might be different depending on the the response to my above 

question.  

- Germany (individual)    

 

As one of the co-founding members groups in 1995, Tri-Valley CAREs believes that there is 

sufficient unfinished work toward abolition - and sufficient need for this network - that we 

intend to make a financial contribution to Abolition 2000 in 2016. However, that contribution is 

likely to be very small as we have not yet ensured our own modest annual budget. Further, Tri-

Valley CAREs strongly supports the annual meetings of Abolition 2000 and can usually have a 

core person present if and when the meetings are connected with an NPT event like a prepcom 

or review conference in NY. If the meetings are separate and would require a separate plane 

fare not related to another event, then it would be difficult for Tri-Valley CAREs to participate.  

- U.S. (organization)    

 

Thank you for all the tremendous work over the past 20 years. Can I suggest that individuals 

and organisations both in their own countries of operation and internationally may be 

encouraged to be more coordinated and thereby reach a greater number of people?  
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- Scotland (international organization)    

 

All the best for your tremendous work - as a network, as organisations and as individuals! Even 

though I am now working with a different thematical focus, I am still happy to know that the 

work is going on and to on and off have updates. Best wishes from Germany.    

Germany    

 

Abolition 2000 Founding Statement remains the best succinct argument for abolishing nuclear 

weapons.  

- U.S. (organization)    

 

Please continue to do the good and necessary work.  

- International organization    

 

IN A RECENT SURVEY FOR UNITED FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE, THE GRANNY PEACE BRIGADE 

STRONGLY RECOMMENDED NATIONAL MOBILIZATIONS.  THIS IS WHERE ABOLITION 2000 

SHOULD ALSO AIM ITS EFFORTS.  

- U.S. (organization)    

 

A top priority should be coalition building with non-nuclear NGOs, getting them involved in 

some way with a nuclear weapons campaign. Another top priority is working on conflicts within 

the abolition community and learning now to start campaigns in a way has the whole 

community on board so when we start opening doors or unfolding something we are prepared 

and know the whole community is doing it, and no one else is starting X while badmouthing Y.  

- Japan    

 

We could consider refreshing the name of Abolition 2000 to reflect that we are now in 2016?  

- New Zealand    
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Abolition 2000 has done excellent work in the distant past but should now be put out to 

pasture with a dignified and sober celebration of shared accomplishments and challenges.  Its 

core aim (a Nuclear Weapons Convention, judging from this survey alone) is totally unrealistic, 

distracting, idealistic in a bad way, and obsolete.  Its processes seem unfocused, its boundaries 

diffuse.  Time to move on -- again, in an appropriately celebratory and conscious way that 

enhances the dignity of all involved.  A different way of putting it is that the people involved are 

more important than the organization or network.  The changing situation in which we find 

ourselves does not reflect poorly on any of us.  But we do have to be focused and effective.  

Abolition 2000 is neither.  

- U.S. (organization)    

 

The Peace Movement is at a low ebb these days. I'd love to see Abolition 2000 help revive it. 

Just getting more existing groups to sign up, or raising more money and doing more of what has 

been done won't make a big difference. I think it's time to start exploring new styles of 

organizing, to build new networks and to involve people who haven't yet seen how they can 

make a difference. For instance, a national speaking tour by someone who has been active in 

nonviolent social change in Iran could be effective at getting people concerned about our 

foreign policy in general. This interest could be used to spur the creation of local groups, which 

would give new life to the anti-nuclear movement and to the movement for a just, sustainable 

foreign policy.  

- U.S. (organization)    

 

I deeply appreciate your work and hope that you can continue.  It is quite hard to get folks to 

pay attention to nuclear issues... but they are as urgent as ever.  Perhaps there is a need to 

frame these issued in connection wit terrorism as well as climate change.  

- U.S. (organization)    

 

We need to figure out how to wake more young people up to the  very real dangers of nuclear 

weapons.  Communicating with members is preaching to the choir.  We need to figure out how 

to communicate with the young people in the streets chanting for raising the minimum wage, 

ending police brutality and mass incarceration, etc.  Young people are waking up to lots of the 

injustices in society.  Now we have to wake them up to the real danger that lies out there 

waiting to destroy the earth, nuclear weapons.  

- U.S. (organization)    
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Day after day, the need of the work of the Abolition 2000 is increasing. We need you to 

continue the good work you started 20 years ago  

Jordan (organization)     

 

I think, one of the most important tasks for A2000 should be to develop new ideas for 

abolishing nuclear weapons both as a campaign of its own and in support of likeminded 

alliances such as ICAN.  A remark: We are not entitled to make financial contributions to others. 

Sorry.  

- Germany (organization)    

 

It is time to go for full time professional staff rather than part time voluntary work contributors.  

- Pakistan/U.S. (individual)    

 

Link and collaborate more with other nuclear elimination organisations, in particular The 

International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear weapons (ICAN).  

- Australia    

 

I appreciate person-to-person contact, so I value face-to-face meetings locally (NY, for me). I 

think there is more incentive to take action when we encourage each other.  

My organization as a whole probably is not very aware of Abolition 2000, which is why I 

answered some of the questions as I did. I believe they would strongly agree with and support 

Abolition 2000 if they were more aware. We are not a one-issue organization, which is why this 

is not prominent in members' minds.  

- U.S. (organization)    

   

I think that we should not only share and talk, but also work together.  

- International organization    

 

Need to have a stronger platform and be much more pro-active, joining in campaigns with 

other groups, including civil disobedience.  
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- U.S. (organization)    

 

I find the fights among members expressed in the different mailing lists to be quite 

disheartening.  I don't think Abolition 2000 should be disbanded but its members should realise 

the that enemies do not lie within.  

- International organization    

 

1.  A-2000 should launch a media outreach campaign.  Media coverage of disarmament issues is 

poor to non-existent -- this applies both to daily reporting and to editorial opinion.  Pick the top 

ten newspapers and start working on the editorial boards.  Alert reporters to hot stories.  Give 

reporters tough questions to pose at news conferences.  2.  A-2000 needs to raise the priority 

of engaging with private foundations to support work in disarmament.  The disarmament lobby 

is being starved of resources and nothing effective seems to be underway to stem this tide.  If 

the "Peace and Security Funders Group" is inadequate to advance disarmament funding, 

perhaps it's time to create a parallel group that focuses specifically on this issue.  

- International organization    

 

The name was great. I'd continue to use it and focus on developing the network's capacity to 

reach out to and involve global publics in helping to end nukes. But if there are ever any 

discussions about the name's continuing relevance, then I recommend Abolition Now, or 

something like that!  I would like to see an expansion on our friend and colleague Alan 

Lichterman's ideas on connecting nuclear abolition to other political and legal challenges and 

collaborating with folks and campaigns around the world workings on climate change and other 

issues where Power and militarization lie at the roots of such problems.  But, so far so good. 

Abolition 2000 rocks! Granted, like Bon Jovi and others. Abolition 2000 is an aging rockstar! It 

may have bad knees, high cholesterol, and a bit of flabby skin around the belly, but it still has 

that rock star fame and edge.  It needs a new heart transplant!  Thank you to ALL Abolition 

2000 folks who made it all happen.  From le pacifique, with much love!   Pacific Islands 

international organization    

Thank you for all your work over the last 20 years.  I and the Boundary Peace Initiative look 

forward to continuing to  work with you to ban, abolish all nuclear weapons as well as stop the 

proliferation of the full nuclear cycle from mining uranium to power production to weapons 

including DU.  We must work together to convince the nuclear states to disarm their arsenals of 

weapons of mass destruction and through organizations such as you, we can do it.  Again thank 

you.  

- Canada (organization)    
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We highly enjoyed participating in the annual meeting at Edinburgh in April 2013. Assumingly 

numerous smaller member organisations have budget problems concerning oversea meetings. 

We would like to suggest "global meetings" every two or three years, and regional meetings 

(Europe, Asia, Africa, the Americas) in between. The regional meetings could establish and 

improve communication. The global meetings as highlights could gather and sum up the work 

of the regional meetings. The regional meetings could send representatives to the global 

meetings thus representing not only personal views of a group or even a person.     

-  Germany (organization)    

 

Make "Empowering the United Nations" a focus, asking/campaigning for Abolition 2000 

members AND UN Member States to take steps to embark on the transition toward genuine 

collective security ad disarmament. Create an awareness of and provide information on the UN 

Charter international law concept of the transition. (Art. 106; there is little literature though. 

The Oxford University Press 2012 Commentary on the Charter is misleading.) To have an idea, 

see (1) on the UN website http://legal.un.org/art106.htm, the Russian Resolution of 11 October 

1950, and (2) the article  by Quincy Wright on the transition, online at 

http://www.docfoc.com/quincy-wright-political-conditions-of-he-period-of-transition-

international. Thanx!  

- International organization    

 

Ground Zero Center for Nonviolent Action is my main focus as I live 60 miles away and can be 

most effective in stopping the Trident Submarines at Bangor. We need help to stop the funding 

of current and future weapons!  

- U.S.    

 

I follow activities as individual.  The org I relate to is wilpf which I don't think has done much 

recently to promote cities to join the campaign which raises question of need for renewed 

campaign materials.    Could mean some staff support would move things to higher level but 

then where does money come from.  

- U.S.    

 

My org. belongs to ANA (Alliance for Nuclear Accountability).  Do we belong to you.  I hope we 

can connect at least in some way.  
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We belong to ANA.  Maybe coordinate spring lobbying days (April 18-22).  

- U.S. (organization)    

 

Your work is important. Keep it going on.  

- Finland    

 

Since I'm an individual, I relate to anti-nuke activity that is close to home such as when the 

Footprints for Peace Walk between Oak Ridge Tennessee and the United Nations was looking 

for hospitality in 2010.  I also was the appointed chaplain for Transform-Now Plowshares perp, 

Michael Walli while he was in Federal prison and distributed info about the Transform-Now 

Plowshares website to people where I live in Western Penna.  I subscribe to the Nuclear 

Resister of Tucson, Arizona to keep up to date on Nuclear Resistance.  I'm in no position to 

propose anything for international cooperation and planning.  

- U.S.    

 

I live in the Far East, and am grateful for the information provided by the members of the 

Abolition 2000 on the mailing list.   Thank you so much!  

- Japan    

 

The goal of the Abolition 2000 has not yet been achieved.  When we look at the current 

circumstances, we understand the difficulty in fulfilling the goal to abolish nuclear weapons.  

We Hibakusha expect the Abolition 2000 to play a key role in the NGOs until the day of 

concluding the nuclear weapons convention.  

- Japan (organization)    

 

Keep up the good work.  I will be coordinating a new project of Mayors for Peace: "Cities are 

not targets!"  We count on A2000 to help activists get into in the project along with the city 

governments.  

- International organization    
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For collecting small amount donations internationally, we need some electronic system for 

money transmission.  

- Japan (organization)    

   

Co-ordinating with other groups doing the same sort of work would seem to be a good idea.  

- New Zealand    

 

Looking forward to Abolition 2000 activities in 2016  

- International organization    

 

As a new member I needed lots more information about exactly what Abolition 2000 does now, 

exactly what it's goals are.  For example,  does it seek to end the whole nuclear era,  nuclear 

power and nuclear weapons?  Exactly what steps are being planned now, if any, to reach the 

goals.  So it's all volunteer?  Who makes the decisions?  

- U.S.     

 

 I am not active in this area as I am involved in other issues. However I like to keep up-to-date 

as to what is happening. I suggest a monthly or bi-monthly newsletter. It doesn't matter if it is 

short.  

- U.S.    
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Steven Staples | sstaples@publicresponse.ca 
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